
 

 

 

A Report of the Climate System Analysis Group and Space Applications and 

Environmental Science Laboratory (CSAG-SPAEL) Training Workshop on Climate 

Modelling held from 15th – 22nd, February 2010 at the Institute of Ecology and 

Environmental Studies, Obafemi Awolowo University (OAU), Ile-Ife, Nigeria. 

Introduction 

The Institute of Ecology and Environmental Studies (IEES) in Obafemi Awolowo University (OAU) Nigeria, in 

collaboration with the Climate System Analysis Group (CSAG), University of Cape Town (South Africa), 

organized the first CSAG-IEES Workshop February 15 – 22, 2010 at the IEES Climate Modelling Laboratory 

in OAU, Nigeria. The theme of the workshop was "climate change information and its applications for 

sustainable development in Nigeria".  The goal of the workshop was to initiate a capacity building 

program in Nigeria in the area of climate modelling. This is a critical area where expertise is currently not 

available in Nigeria. 

Attendance 

There were twenty two (22) participants in attendance. They included scientists, postgraduate students 

and researchers from Universities/Research Institutes, as well as staff of Federal and State Ministries, 

Departments and Agencies (MDAs) Agency (NIMASA), . The participants came from various parts of the 

country and with diverse academic background, e.g. Geography, Atmospheric Physics, Mathematics, 

Computer Science, Agriculture, Engineering, and Environmental Sciences (see Table 1 for list of 

participants). 

Lectures and Practicals 

There were 10 lectures and 9 practical sessions in the 5-day workshop (Table 2). The delegates from CSAG 

were the lecturers and practical demonstrators (Figure 2). They were assisted by the staff of the Institute 

of Ecology and Environmental Studies (OAU). The first day focused on global climate modelling; second day 

was devoted to statistical downscaling; third day was centred on dynamical downscaling; while the fourth 

day was on crop modelling. The fifth day was utilized for the presentation of the group projects by the 

participants (see Table 3 and Figure 4) and workshop evaluation. The participants contributed well in the 



 

 

discussions and asked questions that demonstrated their understanding of the lectures. The workshop was 

a big success, being the first of its kind in the country. The participants commended the organisers for the 

quality of the facilities and facilitation, the relevance of the materials, as well as the experience and skills 

of the lecturers. Most participants hoped that the workshop would be the beginning of a new era in 

Climate Modelling in Nigeria, because they benefited immensely and were looking forward to the second 

stage of the training next year (2011).  

The Coordinator of Climate Modelling Unit of the Institute (Prof. Ayobami T. Salami) and the leader of  

CSAG delegates (Dr B. J. Abiodun) informed the participants that efforts would be made to ensure that the 

training program is institutionalized as a yearly event. The plan is that next year workshop would be for 

two weeks; the first week to cover basics and second week to learn advanced modelling techniques.  

The Training Workshop at Ile-Ife was wrapped up with a trip to Erin-Ijesha Water Falls on Saturday, 

February 21, 2010 with all the CSAG delegates and the participants in attendance (Figure 5). The team 

arrived at the tourist centre at about 10.20am local time. The Water Falls according to the guide was 

discovered about two centuries ago by a group of brave hunters who perceived the falls as another god.  

The team moved round the different stages of the Water Falls, relaxed and departed at about 12.30pm 

local time. 

  



 

 

Table 1: List of Registered Participants at the Workshop 

 
  



 

 

Table 2: Event Programme Schedule 

 



 

 

Table 3: Group projects and presentations in the workshop 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


